
CONVENTION RULES 

 

1.  All sessions of the convention shall be called to order 

promptly at the time designated on the program. 

 

2.  The Chair may deviate from the printed program when 

necessary or expedient. 

 

3.   There should be no rhythmic clapping when guests are 

presented to the platform.  Spontaneous applause is to be 

encouraged. 

 

4.  Before addressing the assembly, a member must rise, 

address the Chair, give her name, the name of her Unit and 

be recognized by the Chair before she is entitled to the floor. 

 

5.  No member shall speak twice on the same question except 

by two-thirds vote of the assembly.  No member shall speak 

twice on the same question if another member desires to 

speak who has not spoken on the question. 

 

6.  The maker of a motion, after it is brought before the 

assembly, may open and close the debate.  Debate shall be 

limited to three minutes to each speaker.  Debate on any 

question shall be limited to fifteen minutes. 

 

7.   No extension of time shall be allowed to a speaker or 

debator except by a two thirds vote of the assembly. 

 

8.  All main motions shall be in writing, signed by the maker 

and handed to the Chair at the same time the motion is 

made. 

 

9. Any alternate taking the place of a delegate at any meeting 

shall wear the badge of that delegate. 

 

10.No person shall be permitted to enter or leave the 

Convention Hall during a report or when a speaker has the 

floor. 

 

11. Resolutions not submitted to the resolutions committee 

may be presented and adopted by unanimous vote of the 

convention body. 

 

12. Voting shall be by voice except when the Chair deems it 

necessary to use some other method. 

 

13.  Reports of Committees may be accepted by general 

consent provided there is no objection.  If there is an 

objection, a vote shall be taken. 

 

14.  Nomination and election of Department Officers and 

Delegates of the National Convention shall be on Friday 

afternoon, June 29, 2018.  

 

                       

                                                                             

 

 

15.  When there is but one candidate for any office the ballot 

may be dispensed with and the nominee elected by voice. 

 

16.  Each candidate can have 1 observer of her choice during 

the counting of ballots. 

 

17.  The winner of each election will be announced but no 

individual tallies will be given. 

 

18.  During the elections, no one will be admitted to the Hall 

and no one will be permitted to leave.  This is for all balloting 

including the vote on the amendments. 

 

19.  Rules governing the Department Convention shall apply 

at the Division Caucuses. 

 

20.  These rules may be amended during the Convention by a 

two-thirds vote. 

 

21.  All individuals entering the business session must display 

registration badges. 

 

22.  Only delegates of Units who have paid registration for 

their full delegate strength shall have voting power.  Each 

delegate has one vote and vote of the absent delegates are to 

be cast with the vote of the majority present. 

 

23.  When the Convention reconvenes following the 

Divisional Caucuses, Unit delegates will be seated together in 

the front of the room with all Alternates and guests seated to 

the rear of the room.  Only Unit delegates are to vote on any 

official convention business.  Any alternate taking the 

place of a delegate shall cast her vote. 

 

24.  No Cell Phones should be on during the meetings.  

$5.00 fee if they ring. 

 

25.  Election of department/national officers shall be on 

Friday, June 29, 2018.  When there is but one candidate 

for any office, the nominee may be elected by voice. 

When there is more than one candidate for a 

department/national office the election shall be by 

paper ballot.  A majority of votes cast shall elect each 

officer.  When no candidate receives a majority of votes 

on the first ballot, a second ballot will be taken between 

the candidates receiving the two highest numbers of 

votes, with the candidate receiving the most votes on 

the second ballot being elected. 

 

 


