
SERVICE TO VETERANS 
 
‘Service to Veterans’ is volunteers who are members of the American Legion Auxiliary.  These 
members provide service to veterans outside of a Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC).   
 
Some of the things that volunteers can do are; organize a stand down, assemble care packages, 
make tray favors, or greeting cards; assist with a veteran’s burial or gravesite upkeep.  In addition to 
these, sewing, cooking, or shopping for active duty military veterans and/or their families.   
 
American Legion Auxiliary member volunteers are at the heart of the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
(VA&R) Program structure.  Volunteers conduct projects and work for military/veterans and/or families 
from their homes and in their communities.   
 
Volunteers maintain their own recordkeeping and dollars spent.  The Service to Veterans pin has 
been designed to reflect the work of those who volunteer in their communities and at home for 
veterans.  Hour bars, which attach to the pin, are also available to earn.  Please report your Service 
to Veterans hours to your Unit VA&R Chairman to add with her mid-year report. 
 
You can obtain more information from the booklet entitled: “Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation” – “A 
guide for Volunteers.”  This booklet is available online for download at www.alaforveterans.org.  You 
can also purchase a hard copy from www.emblem.legion.org.   
 
At fall conference, I informed you of the “Buddy Baskets.”  Many of you didn’t know what this was, so 
instructions are on the reverse side for your information on how to create one. 
 
 

 
 

                                 COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
With the holidays coming up this is a good time for us to get involved with our communities.  Most 
communities, like the one I live in, have a community Thanksgiving meal.  This is a chance for your 
Unit to get involved.  If they do not have a community meal, see if they have a homeless shelter you 
can help or make donations.  Check with your Senior Center, your church, and other organizations to 
see if there are shut-in’s that need a home cooked meal taken to them and then stay to visit for a 
while.  I know we are to concentrate on our veterans, but there are their families and families of 
deceased veterans that need help, as well. 
 
 Don’t forget Christmas…..  There will be so many who will be alone, and will need a helping hand 
during the holiday season.  We can do the same things at this time of the year and also take them a 
small gift and card, it does not have to be expensive, just something to show you care.  
 
Take advantage of this opportunity to get our Juniors involved..  They are our future so we need to let 
them work along with us on special projects to learn.  Our Organization is a loving and giving 
organization and we do “make a difference in our community”, so members let us get out there and 
“make a difference”.   
 

Evelyn Lewis  
Service to Veterans Director  
 

Ann Moore, Chair  
 


